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An Account of the Numbers that 
have died of the Di/temper in the 
Throat, within the Province of 

I New-Hampfhire. 



WE in the Province of Nevo-Hamp- 
[hire (with the neighbouring Places) 
have had frequent Occafion to re- 
peat that doleful Lamentation \ 
Death is come up into our Windows to cut fffthe Chil- 
dren from without. * And 'tis fit. that the extra- 
ordinary Mortality which has been among us, 
fh >uld be ever remembered to our Humiliation; 
in order to which a particular Account of the 
Numbers that have died, in the feveral Towns 
wichin this province, moltly the Iaft Winter, is 
here preferred to the Publick. 

Tho* fome have died of fundry Ages, yet the Car 
'reatelt part were under Ten Years of Age*, and 
Providence having made fuch a remarkable Dif- 
rindion, I thought it proper to take Notice ot ic 
Q the following Account. 

In Ton [mouth, 
In the upper part of the Town have died, 
Under Ten about 40. 
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Between Ten and Fifteen - — - — <£ 

Above Twenty - - ■ < ■ . - , - Ip 

Two have died out of fundry Families, Four out 

of one. Some Families have loft their only Child 

and fome who had but two Children have loft 

both of them. 

Jn the lower part of the Town have died, 

Under Ten — •. — — . . „ -2-7 

Between Ten and Twenty .^— 2. 

Above Forty -■ - . , ■ ■ — j 

Two Families loft three, one of which loft all,*! 
who were buried at the lame time. One Family 
loft four. 

Jn that Part of Tortfmout b call'd the ?/*/*<?/, died, 

Under Ten — -^ — , j^ # 

Between Ten and Twenty — , 7. 

Above Forty - . . l t 

Two Families loft four a piece. 
In New- Ca file died, 

Under Ten — ■ , ■ — m [J 

At the Shoals have died, 

Under Seven « ., , — — — ^A 

Between Ten and Fifteen 1 2»| 

About Sixty , ■ 1 ■ 1 

One Family loft three, fix Families loft twa 
a-piecei no Family loft all. 

In Rye have died, 

Under Ten — ; . 34] 

Between Ten and Fifteen 61 

Above Fifteen < ■ . — - 4, 

Two Families loft three, one ot which loft all, 
0»e Family loft four, and cue five. 
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In Cjreenland have died, 
Under Ten ■ ■ — — . I ? . 

Between Fifteen and Twenty - ^ 2, 

Bcr^een Twenty and Thirty * 3. 

Two Families loft their only Child. 
In T^jwtngton have died, . 

Under Ten ■ 1 . 16. 

Between Ten and Fifteen — , 4, 

Between Fifteen and Twenty ■ I. 

One Family loft four, two loft thrte i one of 
which loft all. 

In Hat/ipton, 
In the firft Parifli have died, 

Under Ten » n ■■ — 37. 

Between Ten and Fifteen 4. 

Between Fifteen and Twenty ■ 4. 

Between Twenty and Thirty — — — 8. 

Above Thirty — — — — 1. 

Above Ninety «. . — * — . . 1. 

A Woman, who had the manifeft Symptoms of 
the Diftemprr upon her. 

Five Families loft three out of each, one Family 
Ipft four, one loft five t within about a Fortnight-, 
the Eldeft dying rlrft, and then the next Eldsft, 
'till the fikh died, and a fixth Child liv'd. 
Three Families loft their only Child, 
In the fecond Parifh of Hampton have died, 

Under Ten about — — — > 160, 

Between Ten and Fifteen about — hjf. 

Between Fifteen and Twenty 15. 

Above Twenty, the eldeft of which was 

nigh Forty , — — 10. 

; All ot thefe excep: a ImalJ Number died of the 
late fatal Diftemper. Nigh 



Kigh Twenty Families loft all their Children, 
Twenty two loft all their Sons, mod of chem be- 
ing only Sons. One Family loft [even, (fi K 
Children and a 'Prentice B7) Two Families 
loft fix a piece, Two Families loft five a piece, 
Six Families loft four a piece j abcut fourteen Fa- 
lilflies loft three a-piece. 

Frtj nine died in the Month of December. 
Tis fuppVd that more than a fixrh part of the 
Kumber ot Inhabitants in that Parifh have died 
within 13 Months. 

In Exeter have died, 

Under Ten — ■ ■ I0 ^ 

Under Fifteen . — _ r ,. 

Between Fifteen and Twenty *• 

Above Twenty — — ■ . * 

Two Families loft each three, Two Families loft 
each four, Two Families loft each five, of which 
one loft all, and the other had one fpar'd. 

The Diftemper came into Exeter the Beginning 
of iA»gu(t, 17 35- 

In Stratham have died, 

Under Ten — - — — . — — __ l8 # 

One Farr.i'y loft four. 

In IS^rxomarket have died, 

Under Ten — — . — . _-. ._ 20. 

Under Fifteen — ■ — — _ !# 

Above Thirty — — — — — j 

One Family loft five, Four Families loft all 
their Children, one ot them npo,and the other one 
g-piece. 

In Kingfton have died, 

Under Ten — r-» _*«*,'', — 96. 

Between 
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Between Ten and Fifteen — _ ' to. 

Between Fifteen and Twenty ?• 

Above Twenty — — j. 

Above Thirty — — — __ j. 

One Family that had four Children loft them 
all, another loft four out of fix , Six Families loft 
three each, one of which had but three. 

The Diftemper came into Kingfion the latter 
end of «J^J> 1735. 

In Chefier have died, 
Under Ten — — — , — — 21, 
One Family loft three. 

In Dover have died, 
Under Ten . . ■ — n-j. 

Between Ten and Fifteen • 1 — 5. 

Between Fifteen and Twenty ■ 3, 

Between Twenty and Thirty • 3. 

Sundry Families loft their only Child, and 
others that had but two loft them both. Five Fa- 
milies ioft three Children a piece, one of which 
buried three in one Day. Two Families loft fvar t 
iBnd one of them buried four in a Day. One Fa- 
mily loft fx Children, and four were buried an 
once. 

This Diftemper began among them in Gci:ber 9 
1735. 

In Durham have died, 

Under Ten about — 70. 

Under Twenty about <* > — — 15, 

. Between Twenty and Thirty about —- (,. 

Three Ftmihes \o ft four Children a piece, eacfi 

of which luft all but one. Three Families left all. 

The Diftemper began among them in Sjft&nber. 
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In the lowerParifliof Kittcry] a neighbouring 
Town to T-ortfmouth, in the other Province have 

died, - • - — ' ' "' " r " I22.J 

Mo -more than fix exceeded Fifteen Years, and; 
not more than fix arriv'd ro Fifteen Years. Thefe 
have died from Jane 1735, to the l6:h of July, 

1736. 

Accord!:^ to the foregoing Accounts, there 
have died, 

In c Tortfmouth 1 ——— 

In Ntrvcafthy <■ ■ 

Ac the Sboali, 

In Hjr, 

in GretnUnd, • - 

In Ntxrington, — — 

In Hampton, 



In Exeter, including Ntwmarkcr, < — — 

In Stratham, • — — ' ' ' ' 

In Kingston, - ' — — 

In Che(icr t ' 

In Dover, - ■ — ■ — ■ — ' — — 

In Durham, -— — 1 — — — 

The whole Number is, 
The Diftemper began much later in raoft ot th 

.To^'ns than in the .reft. 

Since 1 receiv'd the Account from fome of the 

Towns, the Diftemper has come into fundry more 

Famine?, and prov'd mortal to forfte ol their 

Chiick-en»- 

I ttiall here take Occafion to give fome Hints 

referring to this aw Jul Providence, which every, 

judicious Perion may eafily enlarge upon in his 

own Thoughts. 
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the gravi h a Ldnd of Darknefs without any Or- 
■der, which has of lace been remarkably feen, in 
refpe& of the Age of thofe that have been brought 
to it, when fo many Younger ones have gone to 
their long Home before the Elder: Yet every one 
may be laid to die in his own Order, in relpeft of 
God's appointment, who hasdetermin'd the Time 
of every ones Death, and without whofe Provi- 
dence not a Sparrow falls to the Ground', which is a 
good Reafon why we fhould be filent and fubmif- 
five under fuch heavy Trials, 

The Death of many Children before they were 
arriv'd to Years of Difcretion, fhews the wofui 
Bffeas of Original Sin, and gives us all juft Occa- 
ifion to make the fame humble Reflexion on our 
felves that David did, Behold, 1 was fiapen in InU 
quity t and in Sin did my *JMother conceive me : On 
which Account we might juftly have been cut off 
in the Beginning of our Days, but God has fpar'd 
lis in the greatnefs of his Mercy. 
& In confederation of the above-mentioned Mor- 
tality, which has been chiefly among Children,' 
youjig ones fhould be awaken'd to feek after God 
fcetimes, when they fee thofe that were as young, 1 
or younger than themfelves, taken out of the Land 
of the Living. 'Tis ftoried of a Child that was 
noted to be ferious and religioufly difpos'djand one 
askiug the Reafon hereof, the Child faid, I re- 
member 1 muft die} but being told you are like- 
Jy to live many a Year longer, the Child reply'd,' 
1 was lately at a Funeral, where I faw a Grave 
fhorter than my felf. Many fuch fad Spe&acjes 
have been to be iccnoMate. Q! that our Chil- 
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dren that are arriv'd to any Years of Dilcretjori 
were fo wife as to cwfider their latter End, when 
they have had fo frequent Warnings of it. Let 
Children remember their Creator and Redeemer in 
their early Days, left thefe mould be all the Days 
they {hall ever have to remember them in. Ma- 
ny dear Children have been laid in their Graves, 
where there is no remembrance of God *, thofe that 
furvive are very inexcufable if they do not lay ic 
to Heart, fo as ferioufly to think of their own 
dying, and inftantly to prepare for it. Let Chil- 
dren confider that they are Sinners, or eife they 
would not be liable to the Stroke of Death, and 
they have no more afTurance of living long, than 
thofe Children had, that are now gone down into Si' 
levee; and let them think fadly what a doleful 
(Condition they will be in, it they ihould die in \ 
their Sins , and let them fpeedily feek an Intereft in 
Jefus Chrift, who alone can Jave them from their 
Sins, and who has faid for their Encouragement", \ 
Thofe that feek me early Jhall find me. Let every J 
Child fethimfelfto learn and understand his Cai*f 
techifm, and learn to be good betimes. A Pious 
Child is the Delight of God and Angels. Let eve- 
ry Child learn to pray, and daily go alone and beg 
of God, that for his Mercy's fake and for Chrift's 
fake, He would forgive his original Sin and all his 
aftual Sins, and that He would give him a new 
Heart and put a new Sprit within him, and canfe 
him to love Him above all, and to take heed of 
offending Him any more by finful Thoughts, by 
wicked Words or vicious Deeds. And O ! that 
all our Children would remtmbtr the S«bbath1)aj 



C9) 

fa hep it holy, not fpending it in Play or Idlenen>, : 
but in diligent reading of the holy Bible and other 
good Books, and in a diligent attendance on the Wor- 
fhip of God, Private and Publick. Such Children; 
may hope that God will own them for his Children, 
that He will take them under his Protection^ and 
that they (hall live, fo long as an All wife God fees 
Life would be good for them in this World, and if 
they fhould be cut off in their younger Diys (as ma- 
ny others have been) God will fatisfy them with long 
Life, even with Length of Days for ever and ever in 
a better World. 

It has been obferv'd concerning feveral Children, 
that their Spirits have been ftrangely fupported in 
the Agonies of Death •, they have fhew'd a becoming 
fubmiflion to the Divine Will, and expreffed good 
Hopes of being received to a better World i and ut- 
ter'd fuch things as yielded great Confolation td 
their forrowful Parents. Out of the Mouth of Babes 
and Sucklings God can pcrfeEl Praife. 

The great Mortality that has been among Chil- 
dren, mould make Parents very fenfible, that their 
Children are uncertain Comforts, and mould quicken 
them to a faithful Difcharge of their Duty towards 
their Children, by fincerely dedicating them to God, 
and by training them up in the Knowledge and Fear 
,of God. This will be the way for them to have 
Comfort in their Children, whether Living or Dy- 
ing. 

Elder ones mould adore the Power and Patience 
of God in prolonging their frail and forfeited Lives •, 
au.d when they fee fo many younger and more Inno- 
cent than themfclves, taken away in fuch an awful 
manner, they have reafon to make kafie and not delay 
to keep God' s Commandments, left He fhould be pro- 
vok'd 10 inHift the like awful Judgment upon them : 
And fume of fundry Ages having been taken away 



by this woful Diftemper, it fhould ferve for the! 
awakening of all*, for what has befallen others may; 
alfo befil any of us. 

How awakening efpecially fhould the Death of 
Children be to their Parents ? When the firft-born 
of the Egyptians were fmitten, they faid, We be all 
dead Aien. Parents are ftrangely ftupid, if the Death 
of their Children does not put them in mind of their 
own Mortality. And it fnould caufe them to confi- 
der wherein they may have offended God ; as the 
Woman faid to the Man of God, Art thou, come to 
call my Sin to remembrance, and to /lay my Son ? 

But we are not to look upon the immediate Offer- 
ers in this Calamity as greater Sinners than others: 
Our Saviour checks this cenforious Humour, Suppofe 
ye that thefe Galileans voere Sinners above all the Gali- 
leans, because they fujfer d fuch Things? J tell you, nay j 
but except ye repent^ ye ft) all all I ike wife perifh. 

And ic muft be granted, that the Good are often 
involv'd with the Bad in Publick Calamities \ but 
God can and will make all things work together for 
good to thofe particular Perfons that love his Name. 

We read of a hopeful Child in the Houfe of Jere» 
boam } that died when he was young, whereby he was 
taken away from the Evil to come: When hopeful 
Children are taken away, we know not what Evil 
may be coming \ it concerns us fpeedily to acquaint 
cur felves with God and make cur Vtace with Him, and 
then Good Jhall come unto us. 

Many have been bereav'd of their only Child, and 
others who have had more Children have been be-'^ 
reav'd of (hem all j but there is enough in God to- 
make up all our Lofifis in the Creature: And thofe 
xhac feek Him in good earneft f|iall find Him better 
to them, than ten Sons. 

Sundry have been raifed up from a very low eflate j 
for the Lord killcth and maketh alive, tie bringetb 

down 



ioivn to the Grave and bringeth vp, which may be 
iir.derftood either of the Diftin&ion He makes be- 
tween fome and others •, He killetb fome, and tnaketh 
Br keepeth others alive, that were attended with the 
fame threatning Symptoms, which muft be refolv'd 
Into the Sovereign Pleafure of God ; even fo Father* 
kecaufc it feemed good in thine Eyes j or it may be un- 
derftood of the Change He makes in the fame Perfon, 
whom He brings down to the Brink of the Grave, anj 
raifes up when He pleafes. Our Eyes have beheld 
many fuch Inftances of the Wonder-working Provi- 
dence of God. 

And the Diftemper that has prov'd mortal to fo 
many, and very grievous toothers, has hitherto been 
efcap'd by many, or they have had it in a moderate 
Degree. Such diftinguifhing Favours call for great 
Thankfulnefs. 

Let thofe Families whom God has mercifully fpar'd,' 
To as not to make any Breach upon them, not be high- 
minded, but rear: The difenminating, Goodnefs of 
(God towards them fhould lead them to Repentance^ 
and they are deeply oblig'd, If Iniquity be in their 
>Hands, to put it far away, and not tofufjfer Wickednefx ' 
\to dwell in their Tabernacles. 

\ Thofe Parents that have been bereav'd of one or 
\two of their Children, and have had others fpai'd to 
rthem, when they confider how many have loft a 
(greater Number, and that feveral have been bereav'd 
of all their Children, they have great Reafon to be 
ifilent both in Heart and Tongue, under the Lofs that 
they have (ufhined, and to blefs the Name of God, 
that He has not dealt fo feverely by them, as He hac 
by fome others, acknowledging that it is of the Lord's; 
free and unddtrcz&Mercies that they and their's bav% 
pot been con\umed. 

And it becomes us all as the EUft of God to put en 
JSowelsof Mtrcies towards thofe furrowful Parents, 

that; 




C'O 

that have loft fundry of their Children; and efpec?aH # 

thofe that have been bereav'd of all, and we ought to] 

prefent our fervent Requefts before the Throne o 

Grace in their behalf, that as their Sorrows abound,/ 

the Divine Consolations may abound towards them 

and tho' they are ready to think as good Jacob once 1 

did 

that 

they 

Good. 

Tho' Days of Fading and Prayer have been obferv'dj 
in the Beginning of this fatal Calamity, 'tis to be* 
fear'd they were not attended with a fuitable Refor- 
mation •, and therefore God has anfwer'd m by terrible} 
things in Righteoufncfs. 

We have tor fome Years been free from the Cala- 
mity of War, but God has many Arrows of Judgment 
in his Quiver, and He can feni fuch Epidemical Dif< 
eafes among us, as (hall be more diftreffing to the* 
Country in general, than any Wars that we have ever 
experienced. 

We were fome Years ago vifired with a terrible 
■Earthquake, which was a loud Call to Repentance, blit 
the good impreffions made bv that awful Providenfljf' 
were foon worn off in moft Places \ 'tis no wonder 1 
then that God proceeds to real inflictions of Judg^f 
merits, when we have forgotten the awful Warning' 
Hi his given us thereof. 

The Progrefs of the late Diftemper has been verj^l 
ftrange in its pitting from one Town to another^ 
afrer a confilerable fpace of Time, and in its lonj 
remaning in one part of a Town, before it has pafs'l 
into otK€r parts, and in its returning where it feenv'J 
to be quite gone and the Fears of it were blown over | 
on theie Accounts the Aft of Providence is the m 
vifiMe in* fending if, and we are led to look beyon 
natura-1 Caufes to the Hind of God, to whom 
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fere chiefly concem'd to apply our felves, for the Re- 
moval of this awful Calamity. 

We know not what the Defigns of Providence may 
be, but by what we hear of the fpreading of this Dif- 
jtemper in other parts of the Country, it feems as if 
J|he Lord were rifen up out of his holy Habitation and 
xoming forth in this awful manner againft the whole 
[Continent. It therefore concerns all Places and Per- 
sons to prepare to meet the Lord in the way of his 
Judgments, by unfeigned Repentance and humble 
/Supplication, that He may turn from the fiercenefs of 
his Anger. 

\ The Lofs of fo many Children, whom if it had 
.pleas'd God that they had liv'd, might have built up 

many Families, will be a great Prevention of the 
jiGrowth and Increafe of the Country; and ought 
1; therefore to be lookt upon as a Frown of Providence 
[upon the Land in general, as well as a fore Affliction 
, k to fie Parents in particular. 

J We fhould ferioufly enquire wherefore the Almigh- 
ty has thus contended with us ? We have Reafon to 
jilook upon the firange unufual Diftemper that has pre- 
^vail'd among us, as the Fruit of firange Sins. Have 
T not many flrangdy neglected the great Salvation ?; 
I,. Have not many Profeflbrs of R*\\&\qt\ firangely con- 
tradicted their Profeffion in their Lives? Have nor 
,j many been ftrangely guilty of prophaning God's fa- 

cred Name and Sabbaths? Hive not many People 
le been Jtrangely addicted fome to one Vice and fome 
^.to^nother ? To Pride, Envy, Malice, Evil fpeaking, 
j,' Fraud and Injuftice, Strife and Contention, Senfu- 
, ality & Intemperance, or to a worldly Spirir, where- 
! r by they have been difpos'd to be ft range /y grafping 
Rafter the World for the fake of their Children : Bnc 
JfGod by the late awful Providence, has ftiew'd how 

vain a thing it is for Parents to be inordinare in 

their Dcfires and Endeavours, to Uy up for their 

_ Chil. 
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Children, when they know not whether their Chi 
dr?n fhall live to enjoy what they have laid up ft 

"them. 

It concerns us all to fear cb and try cur Ways, and 
turn unto the Lord, and diligently hearken to hit 
Voice, the Voice of his Rod as well as* Word, am 
to do that which Is right in his Sights and to give eat 
to his Com??tandments and keep all his Statutes', we 
way then expeft the like Favour from Him, whirl 
He promis'd to his ancient People j I w til put none 0} 
tbofe Difeafes upon thee y which I have brought upon :'■; 
Egyptians ; for J am the Lord that healeth thee. 
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